
ANATOMY – DEFINITION 

Anatomy is the branch of biological science that studies the 

structure of the human body, including the shape, size, position, 

and relationship of body parts. 

� In simple words: 

Anatomy = Study of body structure 

 

BRANCHES OF ANATOMY 

1. Gross Anatomy (Macroscopic Anatomy) 

 



 

 



Definition: 

Study of body structures that can be seen with the naked eye 

(without microscope). 

 

2. Regional Anatomy 

 



 

 



 

Definition: 

Study of the body region by region (e.g., head, neck, chest, 

abdomen). 

� Example: Studying all structures in the thorax together. 

 

3. Systemic Anatomy 

 



 

 



Definition: 

Study of the body system by system. 

� Example systems: 

 Nervous system  

 Digestive system  

 Respiratory system  

 

4. Surface Anatomy 

 



 

 

Definition: 

Study of external features of the body that can be seen or felt on 

the surface. 

� Example: 

 Pulse points  

 Bones felt under skin  



 

5. Radiographic Anatomy 

 

 



 

 

 

Definition: 

Study of body structures as seen in medical imaging like: 



 X-rays  

 CT scans  

 MRI  

� Very important for radiography students 

 

6. Clinical Anatomy 

 

 



 

 

Definition: 

Application of anatomical knowledge in medical practice and 

patient care. 

� Example: 

 Giving injections  

 Diagnosing diseases  

 Performing surgery  



 

SHORT SUMMARY (FOR QUICK REVISION) 

Branch Definition 

Gross Anatomy Study of structures visible to naked eye 

Regional Anatomy Study of body by regions 

Systemic Anatomy Study of body systems 

Surface Anatomy Study of external body features 

Radiographic Anatomy Study using imaging techniques 

Clinical Anatomy Application in medical practice 

 

 


